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FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 

Please be reminded that tuition for the third trimester, which commences 15 March 2010, is 
due by 15 February 2010. 
 

Accounts not settled in full by the 15 February 2010 will incur a penalty in the form of a re-
enrollment fee of $500 per child as indicated in the 2009/2010 School Fees schedule located 
on the Schoolôs website www.st-andrews.com, under ñAdmissionsò. 
 

In accordance with School policy any balance owing as of 15 March 2010 will result in your 
child/children being removed from classes until your account has been settled in full. 
 

If you have any questions please contact the Business Office. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Evanne Archer-Bowe 
Financial Controller 
Email: evanne.bowe@st-andrews.com 
 

THE PRINCIPALôS OFFICE 

 

The St Andrew's School community extends its condolences to Mr and Mrs Andrew Saunders, 
Chelsea, Alexander and Madison Saunders, and Amber and Ashylyn Lleida, students here at the 
school, on the passing of Mrs Edna Mae Albury, grandmother and great grandmother.  
 

Condolences are also extended to the family of Morgan and Brittany Sauder on the passing of their 
father, Bruce.  Please keep the entire family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

Condolences also to Ms Lekeisha Brown, the assistant to admissions and guidance, on the passing 
of her aunt this week following a long illness. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all these families at this time. 
 

The Autumn/Spring edition of the European Council of International Schoolôs ñISò magazine has arrived 
this week.  This magazine provides information on, and the activities of, international schools around the 
world, as well as articles on educational research and recent papers written on educational topics.   
 

One article, ñDimensions of Learningò by Richard Farber, the professor and chair of Educational 
Administration and Secondary Education at the College of New Jersey, New Jersey, outlines current 
research developed for the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development and stands for 
instructional effectiveness and emphasis on knowledge, thinking and the learner.  
 

The Dimensions of Learning process is based on the premise that learning is active and participatory, and so 
it stands to reason that how we teach students must exemplify the very best that we know about how children 
actually learn.  It is also based on the premise that interdisciplinary articulation, across the subjects, is the 
most effective way to ensure that learning does take place. 
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One of the components of this Dimensions of Learning looks at the perceptions and attitudes that students 
bring to the educational setting, saying that these are nurtured by their previous experiences, developmental 
stages, intellect and ability, learning modalities, their home and family life, cultural identity, the host country 
customs (if they are living in a new country) and the environment of their school and classroom.  You can see 
that all of this impacts whether the student views the school positively or negatively, and ultimately, how 
he/she learn.  Teaching and learning is a complicated business, as is emphasized in the following extract 
from the article: 
 

ñCreating and maintaining a positive comfortable environment for teaching and learning is 

paramount for instructional success and critical for fostering attitudes that promote the desire to 
learn and examine knowledge.  Positive climate (physical and emotional) involves every aspect of 

the school and home environment including: a clean, safe, welcoming school facility; professionals 
who are knowledgeable; the perceived acceptance of students; teachers who are well planned and 

organized and who prepare creative motivational lessons; support from and for parents and the 
home; attention to local culture and multicultural education; classrooms that are well decorated and 

correlate to what is taught in that room; mutual respect; and an overall  environment that 
encourages students to feel good about learning.ò Richard Farber. 

 

Reading this, it is obvious that we, as teachers and parents, have a lot on our plates when it comes to the 
education of our children.  Working together and respecting each other goes a long way in addressing the 
above and helping our children want to come to school and learn. 
 

Yesterdayôs PTA information event ñTired of Homework?ò 
was very well attended by parents from all sections of the 
school.  Presenter Mrs Toni Marasco, a retired Canadian 
educator and author, gave specific suggestions on supporting 
childrenôs work in Mathematics, spelling and report writing.  
She also said that there are four types of homework: finishing 
up work from the day; researching information; and the 
practice and maintenance of basic skills, giving ways to help 
your child with each type of homework.  Mrs Marasco stressed 
that parental involvement in their childrenôs work is extremely 
important, but that there are multiple forms that involvement 
can take.  
 

Copies of Mrs Marascoôs presentation and her handouts will be posted on the PTA website and also on the 
parent education bulletin board outside the administration office. 
 

Today the area in front of administration is busy as a number of volunteers are assisting with Nicoleôs 
Butterfly Kisses Day, an event which dedicates its fundraising to cancer relief in the community.  Thank you 
to all those who assisted in any way by baking, buying.  This day celebrates the memory of a former student 
who passed away due to cancer at a very young age.  Nicoleôs family has organized many activities and 
donated over $100,000.00 to cancer relief as a result.  If you need any further information, please contact the 
secondary or primary offices or see the flyer in our Community Announcements section of Heads Up. 
 

Donôt forget that we are twittering!  Please visit our web site.  Ms Nicole Treco, our Foundation 
Development Officer, has started a twitter page, so check it out!   
 

As you will have seen from adverts in the local newspapers, as well as last weekôs Heads Up, tomorrow, 

Saturday, 6th February, the Primary School is hosting an Open House for parents and their children who are 

eligible to enter our Early Learning Centre (two to five years of age).  Itôs not too late to remind family 

members or friends who would like to visit have a tour of the school and learn about our programmes. 

Yours faithfully 

Sharon E Wilson 

Principal 

sharon.wilson@st-andrews.com 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Year 13 Haiti Disaster Relief 
 
Our year 13 IB students were overwhelmed with your generosity, thank you. This is a real learning 
opportunity for us all regarding CAS: Creativity, Action and Service and the St Andrewôs school community 
will continue to raise funds for the families in Haiti. 
 
Upper School Semester 1 Reports 
 
As you know upper school semester 1 ended on Friday 22 January and teachers are now finalizing grades 
and writing reports.  The upper school reports will be coming home next week Friday 12 February. 
 
IB and BGCSE Mock Examinations 
 
These very important exams start on Monday.  All students received their personal schedule.  Years 11 and 
13 are only required to come to school to sit an exam; they can study at home when they do not have an 
exam.  Students are welcome to come to school to study as long as they make good use of their time.  In 
early March a Mock Report will come home showing parents how their child has performed. 
 
All parents: IB Diploma Information Open Evening Thursday 11 February 6:00pm in the Library 
 
We will be hosting our 2nd IB information evening but this one will be open to all St Andrewôs secondary 
school parents and parents who have children at other schools in Nassau.  I hope we get a good turnout.  
Leading up to the evening you may see some ads in the local press. 
 
Sports Day (TAR Stadium) 
 
Sports day was a great success.  The PE department and House Staff ensured a well organized and 
successful day.  Mrs Wilson joined us for the day and presented the winning House with the middle school 
trophy and the upper school trophy.  This year Mrs Arthur and Taino House had a clean sweep.  Well done to 
everyone. 
 



 

Year 8, year 9 and Year 10 Enrichment (SEEDS and E =mc2) 

Once again the interest in these óEnrichmentô opportunities is sky high.  Last yearôs trip obviously left its mark 
with our students now in year 9.  Our students and teachers made friends in Canada and as a result a 
Canadian school will be sending some students to The Bahamas the last week in April and we will be hosting 
them.  Next year we plan on visiting the school in Canada.  As an international school forging links with 
schools in other countries is very important and helps to improve our programmes. 
 
Nicoleôs Butterflies and Kisses 
 
Today is a day to remember a former St Andrewôs student, Nicole Ranson, who died of cancer and to fundraise for 
children in The Bahamas suffering from this disease. Students opting to buy óTô shirts were out of uniform today. 
 
Year 8 Girls Sleepover 
 
óBeauty Sleepô is a sleepover for year 8 girls, aiming to change the way our girls perceive image and beauty, and 
build self-esteem by discussing relevant issues.  We hope to provide a forum for the studentsô voices to be heard, 
where they can express their hopes and concerns, and support each other in a safe and positive environment.  
 
Electronic Devices 
 
Parents please remember that cell phones, digital cameras, head sets, I-pods, etc are not to be brought to 
school.  These will be confiscated and returned to the parent, not the student, on December 18th prior to the 
Christmas break.  Ms Petersenôs music classes are the exception to this rule on the days that they have 
music. 
 
Drivers 
 
Parents please drive slowly when you are on campus 5mph limit. Learner drivers should not drive on campus 
even if they are parents or accompanied by parents. 
 
H1N1 Flu 
Parents please keep your child home if they feel ill, have a temperature or they are sneezing.  My teachers 
have been asked to reinforce standards of personal hygiene, especially in practical subjects. 
 
 



Drivers 
 
Parents please drive slowly when you are on campus 5mph limit. Learner drivers should not drive on campus 
even if they are parents or accompanied by parents. 
 
Good News  
Parents if you have good news to share with us about our students, e.g., weekend activities not sponsored by 
the school, please email me directly.  Over the summer, if students represented The Bahamas in different 
areas, please let me know. 
 
Important Secondary School Events 
 
Monday 1 - Friday 12 February IB and BGCSE Mock Examinations 
Friday 5 February Year 8 Girls Sleepover 
Thursday 11 February IB Diploma Information Open Evening 
Friday 12 February Upper School Semester1 reports go home 
Monday 15 - Friday 19 February (incl) Winter Break 
Friday 12 March End of Trimester 2 (Middle School) 
 
Frank Coyle 
Head of Secondary School 
Email: frank.coyle@st-andrews.com 

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Dear primary parents and guardians: 
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I had the pleasure of accompanying members of the primary school choirs last Saturday morning as they 
performed at Marina Village for breast cancer survivors. Please enjoy Mr. Zôs comments: 
 

This past Saturday, the choirs of St. Andrew's Junior School, under the direction of Mr. Z, performed at 
Marina Village on Paradise Island.  A group of ladies, collectively called "Sister Sister", who have battled 
breast cancer, were celebrating another year of surviving their cancer by taking a cruise which docked here in 
Nassau, and several local groups came out to entertain.  In addition to the students from St. Andrew's, the 
choirs from Kingsway Academy and Queen's College were in attendance, as well as the Police Band!  Our 
students represented our school very well, both in their performance and their conduct.  Congratulations, 
choirs! 

Mr. Z 

 
Thank you to Mr. Z for organizing this meaningful experience for our children. A special thank you to parents 
who attended and supported our young singers. It was really a lovely celebration. 
 
Our students continue to demonstrate their commitment to helping the people of Haiti. 
 
Chanel Briggs in 5Key has started a small business selling shell hair clips as a fundraiser in aid of Haiti. 
Please enjoy Chanelôs write up: 
 

 

How I help Haiti 

After watching the many pictures about the devastating earthquake in Haiti, I thought and thought and did not 
know what to do.  
 
One day I was playing around with my art supplies and I made a beautiful design.  
 
Then it hit me, this is what I can do to help Haiti!    
 
I am delighted to show my designs to the whole school so more kids can help. Designing a clip can take a lot 
of time. First I sort the shells according to size and color, this is time consuming but this helps me to picture it 
in my mind.  Finally the shells are attached to locally-made straw then attached to a clip, comb or headband. 
Sometimes, I donôt like every design, but I realize that everybody has different tastes. 
Just as no two shells are alike, no two of my clips are alike either thatôs why I call them, óUniqelychanelô.  
 
My goal is to make money that can help the children of Haiti.     

Chanel, 5K 

Here are a few additional activities the children have planned: 
 
Last week, Year 6 students raised $160.00 selling lemonade during their Carnival Rides celebration of 
learning. 



This Saturday morning, 6 February, 6 Scates will host a car wash at the swimming pool.  
 
6 Roach has planned a mini bake sale for Friday, 12 February. 
 
We are extremely proud of our studentsô levels of commitment and concern. Please lend them your support.  
 
 
Upcoming primary events:  
 
5 February  Nicoleôs Butterfly Kisses Day  

6 February  ELC Open House for prospective students, 9:00 -11:00 am, ELC 

8 ï 9 February  ISAs (International Schoolsô Assessments) Years 4 - 6  

10 - 11 February Year 5 Economics selling days 10:30 -11:00 am & 12:30 ï 1:30 pm 

15 ï 19 February  Winter Break  

2 March Junior School Sports Day 

8 - 12 March School Photos * New Date, please note 

9 March Pre Reception Sports Morning 

12 March Infant Sports Morning 

15 ï 19 March National Arts Festival 

22 - 26 March Year 6 Abaco trip 
 
Please mark your calendars.  
 
Allison Collie  
Head of Primary  
E-mail: allison.collie@st-andrews.com  

FROM THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

This Saturday 6 February 2010, we will be hosting an Open House for the Early Learning Centre 
(two to five year of age).  Please encourage friends and family to come and visit, tour the school and 

find out about our programmes for this age level. 
 
We are reviewing applications for the 2010-2011 school year as we are receiving a number of 

inquiries and applications from families hoping to enter their children into the school in August.  
 
Assessment began in January and will extend through to March.  If you have a child you are hoping 

to enter for the 2010-2011 school year, please bring the application in to the Admissions Office well 
in advance as this helps us in planning for the future.  
 

Likewise, if you are leaving the school in June you must notify us in writing as soon as possible to 
avoid penalties and no later than 15 March 2010. 
 

The second trimester- 30 November ï 12 March 
The third trimester- 15 March ï 18 June 
 

Fees for students staying outside of these dates can be pro-rated. 
 
In accordance with the information printed on the application form completed when a student enters 

the school, withdrawal notices should be submitted early as one trimesterôs notice, or one trimesterôs 
fees in lieu of notice, is required when withdrawing a student from the school. The withdrawal forms 
may be listed as provisional and can be updated as necessary. 

 
If any of your personal contact information changes, please inform us so that we are able to update 
our files as it is important that we are able to reach all parents in cases of emergency. 

 
If I can be of any help, please email me or contact me in my office in the IT Centre.  
 
Sally Varani- Jones  
Admissions Officer  
Email: sally.varani.jones@st-andrews.com 
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