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PRINCIPALôS OFFICE 

New School Policy 9.502: 
Solicitation and Distribution of Information within the St. Andrewôs School Community 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
Itôs been a long-standing practice at St. Andrewôs that all requests for soliciting or distributing information 
within the communityðwhether itôs a survey on some school issue or an advertisement for posting on 
our bulletin boardsðmust first pass through the principalôs office for approval.    This long-standing 
practice has now been codified in Policy 9.502, which has been included in the policy manual and 
accessible on the schoolôs website through the link School Policies.  The policy reads as follows: 
 
  ñThe St. Andrewôs School Community consists of various constituents:  the SAS Foundation, the Board 
of Directors, the PTA, the St. Andrewôs Alumni And Friends Association (StAAFA), parents/guardians, 
family members, friends of the school, school employees, students, alumni, and campus partners (e.g., 
JBLN, SWIFT Swimming Club). 
 
There are occasions when one or more constituents would have reason to solicit or to distribute 
information within the St Andrewôs School Community for the purpose of using this information to 
improve the schoolôs delivery of its services.  The information, for example, could be solicited and/or 
distributed through the use of surveys, questionnaires, interviews or advertisements.  This information 
could be solicited and/or distributed within the community using any form of communicationðwritten or 
oralðand using any medium of communication whatsoever (e.g., a medium of a digital or electronic 
nature, the Internet, the telephone, hard copies posted by mail or on bulletin boards, etc.).    
 
Any individual, group or organization wishing to solicit information from the school community must have 
the prior permission of the principal. 
 
Any individual, group or organization wishing to distribute information to the school community must have 
the prior permission of the principal.ò  
 

************************* 
 
In closing, Vinny and I would like to thank the St. Andrewôs School community for welcoming us to The 
Bahamas and in supporting us over the past three years.  We leave New Providence with many fond 
memories. 
 
In my role as Principal, I would like to thank all constituents of St. Andrewôs School, and especially my 
administrative team. I also extend my best wishes to Mrs. Sharon Wilson as she assumes the 
responsibilities of Principal of St. Andrewôs School, a position I have found to be very rewarding. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish you and your children a relaxing and safe summer holiday, and all the best 
in the new school year.   
 
With kind regards, 
 
Bob Wade 
Principal 



 2 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

19 June 2009  
 
I hope the whole St Andrewôs school community has a safe, restful and enjoyable summer vacation.  The 

faculty and staff will be looking forward to meeting and teaching our students when school opens 

Wednesday 26
th
 August 

 
Year 12 Class of 2009 Graduation  

 

Thursday, 11th June, was our senior class graduation at The Sheraton Hotel.  I must thank Ms 
Flowers and Ms Johnson from The Sheraton who both helped to make our evening go so well.  The hotel 
looked beautiful and the ñAC was pipingò.   

On Monday, I received a request from The Tribune to send them the photograph of our Year 12s 
and a copy of my short speech/remarks; they were published in The Tribune Wednesday past. 
 
REMARKS June 11 2009  
 

Let me say to the St Andrewôs Class of 2009 how honoured and proud I am to be standing on this 
platform this evening presiding at your graduation ceremony.   
This class is an excellent example of how we at St Andrewôs continue to try to raise the Educational Bar 
here in The Bahamas. This group obtained the best academic results ever at St Andrewôs since the 
introduction of the BGCSEs 16 years ago:  88% A-C passes, 15 students with 5 Aôs or more, and the top 
student again (!) in The Bahamas with 10 óAô passes by Brolin Xavier.  Our students also obtained the 
very top result in 10 BGCSE subjects out of the 16 we offer at St Andrewôs éé remarkable indeed.  
The solid foundation these students obtained in our Primary Years Programme and our vastly improved 
Middle School Programme pleases me immensely.  

When we read in the national press about the óD+ô national average, this class thought we single 
handedly brought it up from a óDô.  Not so, but we must remember that in the ñnot so good old daysò only 
a select few took the GCEsðover 90% of the students here in The Bahamas did not get the opportunity 
to sit any GCEs , zero passes.   Therefore, if you had worked out The National Average in those ñnot so 
good old daysò, the national average would have been close to óUô or unclassified. STATISTICS!! If we 
entered only 15 students,  the average pass for St Andrewôs would have been óAô; if we had entered only 
45 students, we would have had 100% A-C, but noé. we enter every studentðall 68. 

Over the years, The Ministry of Education is to be commended for giving all Bahamian students 
the opportunity to obtain BGCSE certificates.  Our theme tonight comes from The Ministry of Educationôs 
ceremony in recognition of the top students in the respective schools in The Bahamas: ñKEEP YOUR 
EYES ON THE PRIZEò where our Head Boy and Head Girl, Ben Pinder and Rachael Albury, were 
recognised, at Government House  for having GPAs of 4.0; in fact, Benôs was 4.09 as he was in the 
accelerated Math group, and Ben, 2 years ago, received the top BGCSE Mathematics award in The 
Bahamas even though he took the exam in Year 10, a first for St Andrewôs and Iôm sure for The 
Bahamas. 
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While the Class of 2009 were breaking academic records, they were also breaking sporting 
records in softball, soccer, volleyball, swimming.   And this year, we finished 4th in the BAISS Track and 
Field Competition, terrific for a school our sizeé.even when our Golden Girl Debbie Ferguson 
MacKenzie was representing us, we were 5th.   I invited Debbie to graduation tonight as I do every year, 
but she is presently competing in Germanyé.. she wishes success to the Class of 2009é. Aaaaaah!! 
BASKETBALL we still have some work to doéé This class was also very actively involved in School 
Productions, Music and Theatre:  Alice in Wonderland, Mid-Summers Night Dream and Animal Farm to 
name the last 3é.. on stage, back stage, make-up sound and lightingéé.rehearsing and practising for 
months. 

Recent research published in Britain by ISC - óIndependent Schools Councilô- states that 
ñstudents who take part in extra-curricular activities perform better in examinations.   Boys in particular 
come to school with a more positive approach to school life.  School should not be óall work and no playô.  
The same research ñshows that The Creative Arts have a very great Effect on the Morale of the whole 
school and lead to life long interestò.  
 
 My advice to the Class of ó09 is: 
ñALL WORK AND NO PLAY MAKES JOHN A DULL BOY.   But on the flipside, ALL PLAY AND NO 
WORK MAKES JOHN RETURN TO MUMMY VERY QUICKLYò  
 
CLASS OF 2009:   Please ñKEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PRIZEò.  
 
PTA Family BBQ  

 
As you know, the annual PTA Family BBQ took place last Friday June 12th and it was a great success.  
Thank you to our hard working PTA. 
 
First Year 8 WWW Eleuthera trip  
 
Our second group is presently visiting The Island School on their Week Without Walls learning 
experience, and all is going well. Our students never forget these types of learning experiences.  
 
Year Vocational Experience  
 
I would like to thank the St Andrewôs extended community for making our Year 9 vocational experience 
such a success.  We have had a number of very positive comments from óemployersô and from our Year 
9 óemployeesô. 
 
Music Exams  
 
Congratulations go to Harold Munnings and Jonathan Lockhart, both in Year 8, for achieving high 
distinction in the Grade 4 Trinity College London practical exams last month. Congratulations also go to 
Akash Gulati, Year 10, Colin Bullard, Year 8, and Gabrielle Greene, Year 7, who were also successful in 

their music exams. 

 
Parents  
If you have good news to share with us about our students, e.g., weekend activities not sponsored by the 
school, please email me directly. 
 
Cyber -Bullying  
 
Parents:  Please supervise your childôs internet use, especially on the weekends.  We continue to be 
made aware of the inappropriate use of ñSocial Sitesò and some of our students are being crude and 
cruel to each other, our girls in particular. We appeal to parents to take a more active role in their childôs 
computer use as after a weekend of mutual abuse students bring their feelings with them into school on 
Monday mornings and confront each other, when this happens at school disciplinary action will follow. 
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Important Secondary School Events  
 
Friday 19th June   School closes at 12noon 
Mon 22 nd-Tue 23rd June  Teacher Work Days (complete reports and check out procedures) 
Wednesday  1st July    Secondary School reports issued 
Wednesday 26 th August        School re-opens 
 
Frank Coyle  
Head of Secondary School 
Email:  fcoyle@st-andrews.com 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Dear primary parents and guardians: 

 

How does a community bid farewell to members who have given of their talents, time and energy?  

 

Primary students, teachers, parents and administrators gathered last Friday, 12 June, to wish Mr. Wade, 

Mrs. Wade, Ms. Proccaci, Mr. Spencer and Mrs. Arnsby farewell as they move on from St Andrewôs 

School. Under the theme, ñGoodbye, Good Friends,ò our students sang and danced their way into many 

hearts as they sincerely wished these five special friends goodbye and best wishes. 

 

Mr. Wade joined us as principal in August of 

2006. As a mostly secondary school 

educator, he made it clear that one of his 

main priorities would be getting to know our 

primary school community. And that he did. 

Whether attending assemblies, mentoring 

Year 6 PYP exhibition students, visiting 

classrooms, playing the piano in the music 

room, or dancing on stage during concerts, 

Mr. Wade spent a significant amount of time 

with us. Our students came to adore Mr. 

Wade! And that adoration was mutual. As 

Head of Primary, I worked very closely with 

Mr. Wade and I would like to extend my 

appreciation to him for his support and friendship over the past 

three years. I wish him and Mrs. Wade the best as they move on.  

 

 

 

 

As Curriculum Coordinator and Enrichment teacher, Ms. Procacci 

worked with, and got to know, all of our primary students. Always 

knowledgeable, enthusiastic and positive, Ms. Procacci has been a 

wonderful addition to our community for the past four years.  A 

friend to so many of us, Iôm sure sheôll be back for a visit in the 

near future. We wish Ms. Procacci every success as she returns to 

the United States.  

 

mailto:fcoyle@st-andrews.com
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Mr. Spencer! This is not goodbye! We canôt wait for you 

to return to our School. Have a wonderful year with your 

family in Australia, and then get back to St Andrewôs 

soon! Primary administrators are panicking about who 

will lead soccer matches at lunch time, organize hikes in 

Abaco, and fix things while Mr. Spencer is away! All the 

best, Matt.  Weôll miss you.  

 

Mrs. Arnsby joined the primary team two years 

ago as our lead primary music teacher. 

Immediately, we knew we had found a gem in 

this amazing teacher. Talented, patient, gentle 

and enthusiastic, our students responded 

extremely well to Mrs. Arnsbyôs approach with 

them from day one. The quality of our performances over the past two years, coupled with the enthusiasm 

with which our children now practice the recorder, is evidence of Mrs. Arnsbyôs contributions to our 

community. We wish Mrs. Arnsby and her husband, Nick, all the best in the future.  
 

Incredibly, we are at the end of the 2008 ï 2009 school year. Itôs been an exciting week of class parties 

and little ones. Iôm sure most of you will agree ï the year has gone by extremely quickly. The trimester 

ends this Friday, 19 June, at 12:00 noon. 
 

As you prepare for summer vacations, please be sure to visit the schoolôs web-site to view the 2009 ï 

2010 calendar and ensure that returning students are here, bright and early, on Wednesday, 26 August, 

2009 for the start of 2009 ï 2010 school year. If you havenôt, consider signing your child up for our 

summer school programme, 29 June - 9 July. There are remaining spaces in a number of courses. See 

Mrs. Turner in the main office to register. 
 

To all primary families leaving St Andrewôs School this year, weôd like to say farewell and all the best to 

you.  
 

Iôd like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the entire primary school team, to thank you for your support 

this year and to wish everyone a safe and peaceful summer break.  
 

Warmly, 
 

Allison Collie 

Head of Primary   

E-mail: acollie@st-andrews.com 

mailto:acollie@st-andrews.com
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FROM THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 
 

The Admissions Office has had a very busy few weeks completing admissions for the 2009 - 

2010 school year.  We have accepted a number of new students for the beginning of the 2009 - 
2010 school year and they will be welcomed into the school in late August. 
 
Please note that there are still a few parents who had submitted provisional withdrawal notices 

but have not yet confirmed.  We must be informed immediately, in accordance with the 
information printed on the application form completed when a student enters the school 

 
If you are still considering entering a child into the school for the first trimester of 2009-2010, 
please contact the Admissions Office as soon as possible, to ensure that there is a space 

available.   
 
In the meantime, if any of your personal contact information changes over the summer, please 

inform us so that we are able to update our files in advance of the start of the year. 
 
It only remains to wish a good bye to Mr & Mrs Wade, our Principal and IB Coordinator 

respectively, who are both leaving us this summer.  We must thank them sincerely for their 
commitment and contribution over the past three years.  Good luck to both of them in the future! 
 

I hope that all our St Andrewôs Community enjoys a safe and pleasant summer, and everyone 
returns in August refreshed and ready to go! 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Sharon E Wilson 

Assistant Principal& Director of Admissions 

sharon.wilson@st-andrews.com 

 

PTA NEWS 
 

Welcome to the St. Andrewôs PTA home page.  The PTA is your voice in the school community, 
representing all parents and teachers, and by extension, our children.  Please visit our events calendar to 
find out information about the many exciting events we have planned for the school year!   
 

Weôd like to encourage you to become actively involved in the PTA, whether by volunteering to help at, 
or simply attending, PTA functions.  If you have suggestions, questions, or comments, please feel free to 
contact any member of our Executive Board, or the Class Parent for your childôs class.  Our school is 
built upon a triad of students, parents and teachers.  The stronger that triad, the better the school!  

Our Mission Statement 
 
Providing support and services for St. Andrewôs School, The International School of The 
Bahamas, through the coordination of activities and functions that foster goodwill and social 
interaction among our community as a whole. 
 

Executive Board 
 
The PTA elections were held on Friday, May 29, to determine the Executive Committee for the 
2009/2010 school year.  It is our pleasure to introduce the members of the new Executive Committee.  
 
President:  Mrs. Karen Carey 
Vice-President: Mrs. Candice Roberts 
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Past President: Mrs. Cathy Ramsingh-Pierre 
Treasurer:  Mrs. Elly Cone 
Secretary:  Mrs. Nicole Nevins 
Faculty Rep:  Mrs. Darlene Bobrosky 
Faculty Rep:  Mrs. Christine Cate 
Member:  Mrs. Michelle Joudi 
Member:  Mrs. Shelly Nairn 
Member:  Mrs. Jolika Buckner 
 
We say a heartfelt thank you to long-serving faculty representative Mrs. Hilary Lockhart, who will be 
much-missed as she takes a break from the PTA this year.  On the bright side, we welcome new 
members Christine Cate (faculty representative) and Jolika Buckner (parent). 
 
And to all the members of the St. Andrewôs community; you too, are members of the PTA. The Executive 
Board welcomes your suggestions, support and participation in all our endeavors.  We look forward to a 
new school year filled with community building, as well as fun fundraising events under the leadership of 
our new President Karen Carey. 
 
Sincerely, 
The PTA Executive Board 
 
Please feel free to send an e-mail to any member of the Executive Board should you have any 
suggestions on how we can better serve the school community. 

P.T.A. Volunteer Committees 
 

Class Parents 
Bake Sales 
Social Events 
P.T.A PR 
Events Refreshments 

Teacher Appreciation 
School Photos 
Bulletin Boards 
Library 
CAS 

 

CLASS PARENT LIST  Please click here to see list. 
 

Please note that this list is not yet complete.  Names will be added as we continue to process the 
volunteer forms.  If your class does not yet have a class parent, it's not too late to volunteer! 
 

If you would like to volunteer for any of the above Committees please email or speak to the respective 
Board member. Itôs never too late to volunteer!!! 
 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY NEWS 

 

Mission Statement: 
 
ñThe Health & Safety Committee is dedicated to promoting a safe and healthy environment for all 
students, staff and visitors of St. Andrewôs School.  We are committed to serving with integrity, 
cooperation and concern for the welfare of our school community.ò 
 
The St. Andrewôs School Health and Safety Committee has been in existence for 12 years, and has 
made vast contributions to the health and safety of our school.  
 
The Health & Safety Committee is in the process of conducting our final inspections for this school year.  
On Thursday 7th May 2009, the committee inspected the following areas, Secondary School, Rear of 
Auditorium, Primary School and the Major Play Areas.  The Pool, Cafeteria and Auditorium will be done 
over the course of this week.  The ELC is done on a continuous basis.  All Health & Safety Year End 

http://www.st-andrews.com/content/HeadsUp/PTA_Docs/Revised_Class_parent_contacts_08.doc
http://www.st-andrews.com/content/HeadsUp/PTA_Docs/Revised_Class_parent_contacts_08.doc


Reports are given to the Administrative Heads and the School Board in June, marking the end of this 
school year 2008-2009. 
 
The H & S Committee would also like to inform the school community of our commitment, in conjunction 
with the Administrative Heads to hold a ñRoad Safety/Education Weekò, at the beginning of the new 
school year.  At this time, we would like to thank those parents who have written about concerns for our 
young students, as they walk about the campus, especially during heavy traffic times.  We would also 
like to encourage all parents to drive with extreme caution and care when on the school premises.  
Please feel free to contact us @ kqm1972@hotmail.com with any suggestions you may have, or if you 
would like to volunteer for the ñRoad Safety/Education Weekò.   We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Please help us by keeping your eyes open and remember: ñPrevention Saves Lives!ò 
 

Health & Safety Committee Members: 
 
Roselyn Horton ï Chairperson 
Kaynell Ritchie - Secretary 
Mrs. Bonnie Davis ï Health & Safety School 
Board Rep. 
Mr. Wade ï Principal 
Mr. MacVean ï Campus Manager 
Karen Wrinkle 
David Lavin 
Patrice Lleida 
Margaret Disston 
Karen Carey 
Simeon Sturrup 
Cathy Roach ï Jr. School Teacher Rep. 
Cathy Bancroft ï Infant School Teacher Rep. 
Rachel Bayles ï ELC Teacher Rep. 
Sue Lavin ï High School Rep. 

Pasquele Chiarello ï Sports Teacher Rep. 

mailto:kqm1972@hotmail.com


COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Swift Swimming Programmes 
 

Kidôs Kamp ï 3 weeks 
 

July 13th ï 31st for ages 5-12 
8:00am to 12 noon 

Monday - Friday 

 

Swim America/Fitness/Competitive/Masters ï 6 weeks 
 

June 29th ï August 8th 
5:30 ï 7:00am   Mon.  Wed. & Fri. 

4:00 ï 7:00pm      Monday ï Friday 
 

Forms available at the school office, from your coach, or on the web site: www.swimswift.com 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Leel School Bus Service 
 
 

TO ALL AREAS FOR ONLY $7.00 
HOME BY 4:15 EVERYDAY  
CALL 323-8440 ELAINE L MAJOR  

 
Or 
 

EMAIL e_newbold@hotmail.com 
 

http://www.swimswift.com/
mailto:e_newbold@hotmail.com
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  Baha Juniors  

Summer Soccer Camp 

 

Week 1   Wednesday 24 th  June ð Friday 26 th  June 

Week 2    Monday 29 th  June ð Friday 3 rd  July  

Week 3    Monday 6 th  July ð Thursday 9 th  July  
 

Boys & Girls Aged 8 ð 14 Years. 

Location: Winton Rugby Ground  

Time: 9AM -  3PM 

 

This camp will be focused on developing SOCCER skills, but we 

shall also be playing games, and providing cool down activities in 

the shade, to suit the interests of every child.  

 

Drinks and Lunch will be available.  

 

Please see Mrs. Hilary Lockhart for  more details, or email 

hilarylockhart@hotmail.com  

mailto:hilarylockhart@hotmail.com
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